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ABOUT GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER

Global Education Center is a multicultural arts education center that uses
the arts of diverse cultures to highlight the commonalities of all people and
promote cross-cultural understanding and respect. Using the arts as a
pathway to understanding, the Center partners with its teaching and
performing artists to create inclusive, accessible, and affordable arts
programs that aid in dispelling myths, dismantling stereotypes, and
alleviating fears. Led by founding director and anti-bias educator Ellen
Gilbert, Global Education Center began in 1996, receiving 501c3 nonprofit
status in 1997, because she saw the need for developing inter-cultural
understanding and respect and for exploring ways in which to create
classrooms that are safe havens for all of our children. With encouragement
from educators throughout the area and beyond, she partnered with a
diverse pool of artists to create lively programming that beckons all of the
senses to experience the richness and beauty of different cultures, offering
creative solutions to confront cultural, racial, religious, and other identity
intolerance, stereotypes, misinformation, lack of information, and the many
negative "isms" of society that make harmonious living difficult for many
people. For the past 30 years, Global Education Center has served Middle
Tennessee and Southern Kentucky, impacting millions of children and
adults in area schools, educational centers, and community organizations.
We have shared dozens of diverse cultural traditions; sponsored hundreds
of master artists from countries around the world who share their
traditional arts with local artists, schools, and communities; and created
accessible programs reflecting the vast diversity of the region. We are
confident that, with continued support, the Global Education Center will
remain an important and unique part of the Nashville community for many
years to come. In these divisive times, our work is needed now more than
ever, and we remain committed to serving ALL members of our community.
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GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER
by the Numbers - 2025-2026
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Respectfully serving our community in area schools, community organizations,
libraries, parks, senior centers, detention centers, colleges and universities.



From the heart of our
director

Every one of us is unique & irreplaceable

| founded Global Education Center, along with a group of artists from different
cultures, to use the arts as a way to embrace the diversity in our community's
schools while honoring the value of each child and every family, regardless of
their lands of origin, their first languages, their religious beliefs, their racial/
culturalfethnic identities, or their varying lifestyles. Our mission is to highlight
our commonalities while promoting cross-cultural understanding and respect
through experiences in the arts that aid in dispelling myths, dismantling
stereotypes, and alleviating fears. We all - regardless of personal, group, or
national identity - have stories that express our own experiences as well as
those of our families, our ancestors, and the cultural or social groups with
which we identify. By bringing people together from all identities in safe spaces
like the Global Education Center, we are able to weave a community where
every person is a unique and irreplaceable thread in humanity's tapestry.

I am very lucky and honored because | LOVE my job. Several times a day |
experience people and activities for which | shout-out my gratitude, and after
every presentation in a school or event we create at Global or out in the
community, | find myself exclaiming outloud, | LOVE MY JOB!

The arts have a great unifying power. They stimulate children and adults to
appreciate the inherent beauty within themselves and within the world at
large, promoting a global awareness and a respect for all of humanity. We are
ALL members of the human family; we are ALL deserving of safety,
security, freedom, and joy; ALL of our stories count: and
WE ALL BELONG HERE.
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Global Saducation Cenfer is . . .

...Inthe Schools

Global Education Center is in area schools and early learning centers -
public, private, rural, urban, suburban - as well as the Davidson County
Youth Detention Center. Serving around 32,000 students in the past
year, over 40% of them on a regular basis, we bring diverse arts through
self-selected hands-on cultural museums; performances; after-school
offerings; drum and dance residencies; and special events for families.
We were welcomed by 52 schools in 9 Middle Tennessee counties and 27
Metro Nashville Council Districts.

Global Education Center is recognized as a national model for
professional development for preK-12 educators in multicultural arts
integration. We trained 350 teachers over the past academic year in
cultural arts traditions and best practices for teaching culturally
relevant and inclusive curricula that cultivates a welcoming and safe
classroom for all students and families.

...inthe COMMUNITY

Global Education Center holds countless activities for the community,
both on-site at our two homes as well as at festivals, libraries, colleges,
universities, parks, shelters, senior living and activity centers, nonprofit
organizations, corporations,and concert venues. Many of these are in
partnership with one of our many partner organizations, helping us
share our mission with the communlty serving approxlmately 87, 000
people in the past year. ' :




Global Sducation Cenfer is home jfor all

... In our Studios

Global Education Center has two locations with four beautiful dance
studios, classroom spaces, a library, a wellness center, and lots of
space for music, dance, crafts, art exhibits, film screenings, concerts,
poetry readings, writing workshops, painting parties, summer camps
and after-school activities for youth, workshops for teachers and for
artists, school field trips, community meals and dialogues, and co-
working space for artists, dancers, musicians, and other creatives. On
average, we welcome at least 1,500 people per week between our two

locations.

Global Sducation Cenfer - Something for &veryone

FUN FOR YOUTH - Summer Camps; Weekly Classes; School Programs
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT - For preK - 12 teachers
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT - For community artists

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AT GLOBAL AND ALL AROUND TOWN

Classes - Concerfs - Dialogues - films
Jocial Dances - Art Sxhibifs - Coworking
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GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025-2026
Monica Cooley, President, Kala Nivedanam School of South Indian Classical Dance
Jervon Dailey, Vice President, Second Harvest Food Bank

Manju Bala, Secretary, Aegis Sciences Corporation

Dr. Gayathri Narasimham, Vanderbilt University Department of Psychology

Dr. Michael Irvin, lambic Therapeutics, and Grupo Balanca Capoeira

Dhru Upender, community volunteer

Dr. Earl Lattimore, Metro Nashville Public Schools

Dr. Megan Jordan, Highlander Center

Jeneisha Harris, HCA/TriStar Health

Dr. Naoko Ozaki, Rice University Center for Language & Intercultural Communication
Melissa Jimenez, Truist Bank

James Scholz, Tennessee State University Library & Media Center

Rick Rodriguez, La Cara Productions

Cindi Malone Lindsay, Malone Studios

Teresa Fuentes, Graduate Student in Library Sciences & Archival Studies

Ellen S. Gilbert, Director, Global Education Center (ex-officio)

GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER STAFF 2025-2026

Ellen S. Gilbert, Director; curriculum director; teaching artist

Alejandro Rivera, Dance and Production Director; teaching and performing artist
Charles H. Gilbert, Music and Technology Director; teaching and performing artist
Jeimy Vitor Gilbert, Youth Program Director; teaching and performing artist

Tirra Olufemi Hargrow, Social Media Manager; teaching and performing artist
Shannon L. Holland, Facilities Manager; musician

AUDITED FINANCES - 2025-2026

Assets Public Support & Revenue

Cash & equivalents 0 Contributions 43,410

Certificate of Deposit 12,299 Grants 199,722

Accounts & grants receivable 11,495 Program fees 137,138

Property & equipment, net 245,151 Membership fees 5,700

Total Assets 268,945 Interest 279

Current Liabilities Total Income/Support 386,249

Current maturity, note payable 15,811 Expenses

Payable/accrued expenses 30,238 Employee compensation 242,448
Long Term Liabilities Contracted artists 45917

Notes payable less maturities 51,220 Program services 94,804

Total Liabilities 97,269 Management/general 8,687

Net Assets Fundraising 1,395

Net assets (donor restrictions) 10,000 Total Expenses 393,251

Net assets (no restrictons) 161,676 Profit/Loss (7,002)
Total Net Assets 171,676

Total Liabilities & Net Assets 268,945
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Global Education Center is my place of belonging. It is the only place in
Nashville where | am surrounded by people from all over the world with diverse
cultural/ethnic/racial identities that come together in a spirit of oneness and
harmony. Coming together as a truly beloved community to share stories and
cultural traditions — artistic, philosophical, spiritual, societal — helps reassure
me that we truly are all members of one large, loving family and that,
regardless of the ills in our world, LOVE will prevail. | always feel at home at
the Global Education Center, regardless of what is happening here, and | want
everyone who enters our doors or participates in activities we share in schools
and the community to feel that same sense of home. Mitakuye oyasin! We
are all related. We always have been. We always will be. These profound
words of the Lakota Nation are the foundation for all of the journeys | pursue
personally and as the leader of this culturally unique arts organization. We
thank you for reading our annual report and for joining our programs when you
can. We appreciate each and every member of our ever-growing Global
Family. With gratitude, £llen And thanks te all of our donors!

Tennessee Arts Commission Obrigado

Metro Arts - South Arts

ABAHAC, Inc.

Community Foundation of Middle
Tennessee

Memorial Foundation

The Frist Foundation

Thank you for your support!
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Gracias Merci

Love and respect from your

Arigatou entire GLOBAL family! We xié xie

truly appreciate your

Kyay Zuu generosity and support. Z
Thank you!!! | 2
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The Nissan Foundation

Carolyn Smith Foundation
Nashville Predators Foundation
HCA/TriStar Health

and many beautiful individuals




THE ARTS - A BRIDGE TO UNDERSTANDING

Over generations throughout the world's many cultures, the arts have endured as vital, vibrant, and dynamic
necessities in the human desire to express innate creativity and passion for life and its many traditions and
circumstances. The arts have proven themselves to be wonderful teaching tools in the education of our
children, especially when introduced at younger ages. The broad spectrum of the arts includes visual, tactile,
auditory, and kinetic modes of learning. The arts promote aesthetic awareness and emotional, intellectual,
and physical development. The participatory nature of using the arts in the classroom encourages
interaction between children and the various mediums of diverse art forms as well as interaction with the
various cultural and spiritual elements indigenous to artistic expression. As children are encouraged to
express their innate passion and understanding for music, folktales, literature, poetry, visual art, creative
drama, and dance, they are also developing an awareness of and, hopefully, a respect for the similarities, the
differences, and the personal preferences of cultural traditions throughout time. The arts stimulate children
to appreciate the inherent beauty within themselves and within the world at large, promoting global
awareness and respect for all of humanity. The arts have great unifying power as we explore the issues and
emotions expressed throughout the ages by all cultures, including those which have no word for art — where
art cannot be separated from daily life — where it is a constant expression of a culture's worldview — where it
is a reflection of human necessity.

ducationCen



