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ABOUT GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER
The Global Education Center is an anti-bias, multicultural 

education center that uses the arts of diverse cultures to 

highlight the commonalities of all people and to promote 

cross-cultural understanding and respect. Using the arts 

as a pathway to understanding, the Center partners with 

its teaching and performing artists to create inclusive and 

affordable programming in the arts that aids in dispelling 

myths, dismantling stereotypes, unlearning biases and 

alleviating fears. 

Led by founding Executive Director and anti-bias educator, 

Ellen Gilbert, Global Education Center was started  in 

1997 when Ellen saw a need for developing intercultural 

understanding and respect and for exploring ways in which 

to create classrooms that are safe havens for all of our 

children. 

With encouragement from educators throughout the 

area, she partnered with a diverse pool of artists to create 

lively programming that beckons all of the senses to 

experience the richness and beauty of different cultures, 

offering creative solutions to confront cultural and religious 

intolerance, stereotypes, misinformation, lack of information 

and the many negative “isms” of American society which 

make harmonious living difficult for many people.

For the last 21 years, Global Education Center has served 

the Middle Tennessee and Southern Kentucky region 

impacting more  than 1 million children and adults in 

Metro Nashville Public Schools, educational centers and 

community organizations. We have also shared more than 

60 diverse cultures, sponsored hundreds of Master Artists 

from countries around the World to teach their art to our 

teaching artists and community, and accessible, affordable 

and diverse programs representing  immigrant, international 

and minority communities throughout the region. 

We are hoping that with continued support,  Global 

Education Center will continue to be a part of the Nashvillle  

community for another 21 years. We are needed now more 

than ever. 
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The "roots" represent the 
many diverse cultures that we 
share with the children in our 

programming.

roots rhythm rhyme

ROOTS, RHYTHM & RHYME
YOUTH PROGRAMMING

Global Education Center's Roots, Rhythm & Rhyme Youth 

Programming is a year-round community outreach program 

targeting immigrant, international, minority and underserved 

populations of Middle Tennessee.  Through After School and 

Saturday Arts Programming, both on-site at the Global Education 

Center and off-site at various schools and community organizations, 

we are able to offer drum and dance from around the World. This 

includes: Capoeria, Tap, Flamenco, World Percussion, Jazz, African 

Dance and many more. 

During the summer months we  provide a Summer Multicultural 

Arts Camp in which students study drum, dance, crafts. games, 

sports and traditions from approximately 30 cultures.

 Also included in our youth programming is a studio recording 

project that incorporates percussion, poetry and percussive dance, 

and Passport to Fitness, a program incorporating drum, dance and 

ZumbaKids, targeting the problems of inactivity and obesity in 

today's youth. This program has been combined with a program of 

Meharry Medical College's Pediatrics Department to better serve 

families enrolled in our after school and Saturday programs, families 

served through our partnership with Metro Schools, and families 

served by Meharry's Pediatrics Department and their student-run 

free clinics.

Through these programs we have been able to reach over 5,000 

children a year. We are hoping to double that number to continue 

our mission of creating a more accepting, diverse and "beloved" 

community.

The "rhythm" represents the 
different music and dance 

that we share with the 
children, including authentic 

The "rhyme" represents the 
literary arts and storytelling  
that we share to help teach 

folktales and traditional 
antecdotes.



"The arts have a great unifying 
power and stimulate children and 
adults to appreciate the inherent 
beauty within themselves and 
within the world at large, pro-
moting a global awareness and a 
respect for all of humanity. "

-- Ellen S. Gilbert, Executive Director 
Global Education Center
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THE
DIRECTOR'S
STATEMENT

The Global Education Center holds a unique and important place in the artistic fabric 
of the Nashville community. On any given day, visitors to either of the Global Education 
Center sites can experience culturally unique forms of dance or music alongside people 
of different cultural, ethnic and international heritages. 
Teachers, students and community members can come study 

the indigenous arts of a myriad of cultures, taught by artists who 

are sharing traditions that are very dear to them and that help 

to identify them within our diverse world. Many of these unique 

artists exchange knowledge and talents with artists from other 

cultures, validating the importance of the arts in daily life. Even 

more powerful than experiencing this unique sharing of cultures 

between our artists and other members of our Global Education 

Center family is the sharing of the arts of diverse cultures with 

students in area schools. Every presentation for schools is a 

unique and affirming experience, both for our teaching and 

performing artists and for our young students and their teachers. 

Young people are keenly aware of unfairness and injustice and 

are eager to learn about people and ideas that are different from 

their own. Our school outreach program is extended through our 

Roots, Rhythm & Rhyme After School and All Day Saturday Youth 

Programming and our Summer Multicultural Arts Camp, where 

children and youth learn drum, dance and cultural traditions from 

thirty different cultures. Some of our students have been with us 

since the summer of 1997, many of them returning to the Center 

each summer, bringing siblings, cousins and close friends. Our staff 

has remained consistent since our opening, and the students and 

their families have developed close relationships with everyone 

here at the Center. We have developed an excellent reputation for 

providing culturally relevant, inclusive and highly participatory 

multicultural art programs that make everyone feel welcome and 

important.   Our reputation earns us the honor of being invited 

to design, facilitate and implement festivals, fairs, conferences 

and performances for schools and community organizations 

throughout Tennessee, sharing our gifts.
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ROOTS, RHYTHM & RHYME
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

Global Education Center's Roots, Rhythm and Rhyme Annual Fundraiser has been a vehicle 
not only to help us raise needed funds but also to engage the community. The event has 
community leaders, change makers and other various Global Education Center supporters 
recite their favorite poem that has helped them in expressing their own cultural identity.

There will also be live music and dancing from the adult 
Afro Latin dance group from Global Education Center, called 
Nyama. They will showcase dance, rhythm and words from 
around the World and give insight into the many programs and 
performances that we bring into the community. This will be 
followed by a performance from the Roots, Rhythm & Rhyme 
Performance Troupe, that is comprised of youth members 
who benefit from our After School and All Day Saturday youth 
program. 

The emcee for the night will be past board president and 
community leader, Marcus Whitney. Marcus has trusted 
Global Education Center with his time and leadership, but 
more importantly, he has trusted us with his children, who 
participated in countless Global Education Center programs, 
especially our Roots, Rhythm & Rhyme Youth Programming. 



Date: Saturday, April 22, 2017 
Time: 7 pm 
Number of Attendees: 200 
Event Venue:  
Ray of Hope Community Church 
2311 Murfreesboro Pike 
Nashville, TN 37217

Light Hors d'euvres and beverages 

Event Overview: 

Programming

Introduction: Marcus Whitney 
Acknowledgment of all dignitaries 
Welcome: Executive Director Ellen Gilbert 
Presentation: 
(14) Community "Poets" 
3 Short performances from Global Education Center musicians and dancers 
Thank you and Final Remarks

Community Poets will include:

Alice Randall, Author of The Wind Done Gone
Caroline Randall Williams, Author of Soul Food Love
Tony Gonzalez, Reporter at WPLN
Rebecca Wells, Author of Divine Secrets of the Ya Ya Sisterhood
Kalai Mugilan, Professor and Indian dancer
Rod McGaha, Professional trumpet player and photographer
Carol Ponder, Appalachian vocal artist
Kathy Chiavola, Italian vocal artist
Yuri Cunza, CEO of the Nashville Area Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Irma Paz-Bernstein, Owner of Las Paletas
Bob Bernstein, Owner of Bongo Java, Fido and others
Lisa Helton, Member at Sherrard, Roe, Voigt, Harbison
Rev. Espinosa, Minister at Ray of Hope Community Church
Mona Ivey Soto, Professor at Belmont University 
Kasar Abdulla, Director of Community Relations at Valor Collegiate Academies
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Rooted
$5,000

•  Your company logo, website and description 

available on Global Education Center website for 6 

months 

• Prominent recognition of  your company logo on 

all invitations, posters, website, event emails and 

press releases 

•  Onsite recognition at the event, i.e., table tents, 

banners, etc. 

• Opportunity to provide promotional item for 

goodie bag 

• (10) tickets to event and additional discounts for 

other events and classes throughout the year for 

company employees 

• (1) full page ad in event program 

• Preferred seating at event

• Digital and print advertising package

• Invitation to Pre Event Reception

• Corporate Membership to Global Education 

Center, which includes perks for employees

 

• Prominient recognition of your company 

logo on poster, website, event emails and 

press releases

• Onsite recognition at the event, i.e., table 

tents, banners, etc.

• (5) tickets to event and additional discounts 

for other events and classes throughout the 

year for company employees

• 1/2 page ad in event program 

• Invitation to Pre Event Reception

• Supporting  membership to Global 

Education Center

Lead Sponsor

Rhyming
Supporting Sponsor

$2,500
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Rhythm 
Revolution

$1,000

•  Prominent recognition of your company logo on 

poster, website and press releases

• (4) tickets to event and additional discounts for 

other events and classes throughout the year for 

company employees

• 1/4 page ad in event program

• Invitation to Pre Event Reception

• Individual membership to Global Education Center 

 

• Prominent recognition of company logo on 

poster and website

• (2) tickets to event

• Invitation to Pre Event Reception

Sustaining Sponsor

Friend of
Global Education 

Center
Individual Sponsor

$500



7,000

12,000
Website Pageviews
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ROOTS, RHYTHM & RHYME
BY THE NUMBERS
Online Impact

The Global Education Center website receives approximately 7,000 unique visitors 
a month. We are consistently tracking our visitors, their locations and how they are 
referred to our site. We also have a budget of $10,000 for Google Adwords to create 
targeted ads to drive our ideal visitors to the website.

The Global Education Center website receives approximately 12,000 website pageviews 
a month. This means that most of our visitors utilize more than one page per visit and 
want to engage more in our programs or to learn more about our mission.

Unique Website Visitors

1,300
The Global Education Center has an email database of over 1,300 emails. Our email 
subscribers are an engaged community that opens , reads and most importantly reacts 
to the trusted messaging sent by Global. We currently average:

Email List 54%
Open Rate

20%
Click Thru

10,000
The Global Education Center  has a social media reach of 10,000. We have active 
accounts on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter that help us to "talk" to and interact with 
our supporters. Our numbers include:

Social Media Reach 1,333
Facebook

Likes

82
Twitter

Followers

266
Instagram
Followers

2
Automations



Print Impact

400+
The Global Education Center has a wonderful relationship with area newsmakers 
and bloggers. We work diligently to reach out to the press but we also deeply value 
community outreach, a good reputation and a willingness to partner that can also leave 
a lasting impact on our audience. Our recent TV, radio and print stories have included: 

Press List

Nashville Scene Nashville People of the Year,
 Steven Hale, Nashville Scene,

(March 14, 2013)

Tennessean
We're Muslim, Don't Panic dancer uses 
hip-hop to dispel myths, Holly Meyer, 

Tennessean, (September 2, 2016)

Neat Nashville
For Gabrielle Saliba, Dance is about 

Culture and a Connection, Esan Swan, 
Neat Nashville (October 13, 2016)

NBC 5
Talk of the Town

Cultural Dance Classes at the Global Education 
Center, Tuwanda Coleman, Talk of the Town 

(October 12, 2016) 

Fox 17

Press List

Black History Month: Center provide 
Opportunity to Learn about Africa's 
Diversity, Fox 17 (February 1, 2016) 
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GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER
IN THE PRESS



WWW.GLOBALEDUCATIONCENTER.ORG

Thank 
you.

For more information about this event, or the other 
sponsorhip opportunities with Global Education Center, 

please contact: 

Morgan Lyn 
Director of Marketing & Development 

Global Education Center
morgan@globaleducationcenter.org

(312) 259-5149


